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Hiba i LU LIl

Bullard cc Chancery,
: Belgrade

10 Mr Ristic, Counsellor for Consular Affairs
at the Yugoslav Imbassy, called on me on 7 December
to make a complaint about articles in the Birmingham
press which had described him and his staff as agents
for the Yugoslav Secret Police. He also wished to
complain about picketing which had occurred outside

a Yugoslav National Day celebration which he had
organised in Bradford.

2 I made the usual reply to the first point
notinge that the press reports inclided the statements
of the Yugoslav Embassy and adding that we did what we
could in attributable and unattributable briefing to
keep the press on the right lines.

5 As regards the second, I said that police
powers were limited but I was glad to hear from him that
the local force had adopted a cooperative attitude.

If he were to snticipate serious difficulties on some

| future occasion I would be willing to contact the lHome

| Office and ask them to request the local police force to
| provide any extra assistance that might be required.

L Mr Ristic's protests were chiefly for the
| record as is this minutve.
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Private Secretary c.c. Mr Goulding

YUGOSLAV NATIONAL DaY (N 29 NOvEMBER

14 The Secretary of State has kindly agreed to make an

appearance at the Yugoslav reception at noon on 29 November.

2. There are no special points which the Secretary of State

need be asked to meke.

51 The following are some possible topics of conversation:=-

(a) congreztulations to the Yugoslav Ambassador,
Mr Viaic, on the GCVO, which he was awarded

in connection with the State Visit;
our pleasure at the success of the State Visit;

we welcome the forthcoming visit of the President
of the Yugoslav Federal Assembly as the guest of
the Speaker. (Mr Todorovic is due to call on the

Secretary of State on 11 December.)

Mr Vidic has already called on Mr Amery, who
naturally takes a very personal interest in Yugoslav,

affairs.

I attach a personality note on Mr Vidic.

P
J i Butlicrd

Esstern European and
Soviet Department

27 November 1972
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1

T'he Right Honourable Sir Alec Douglas-
Home thanks His Excellency The Yugoslav
Ambassador for his kind invitation to a
Reception on Wednesday, 29 Wovember on the
occasion of The Yugoslav National Day and

has much pleasure in accepting.

20 November, 1972.-
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Your reference
R.A. Burns, Esq., :
! ORI - 5 5 . Our reference

LA E Y8 A

Date

. 1
TITO'S EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY

1. Ve noted with interest the award,which was reported in the
Bulgarian press, of the Order of ILenin by the Soviet Union to T

on his eightieth birthday (Moscow telno 767 of 25 May). We
wondered if the Bulgarians might make a similar gesture. In th
event they have not done so, but Zhivkov did send a warm message of
greetings. The leading papers also carried Tito's biography.

2. Zhivkov's message to Tito was not published in some papers until
26 May (Rabotnichesko Delo 25 May) when it appeared next to a birth-
day greeting to Kadar (all papers 26 May). A comparison between the
two messages reveals that while the one addressed to Kadar is much
shorter it is also couched in more intimate terms. The language of
the message to Tito is polite, respectful but official.

3. In his message to Tito, Zhivkov said that Bulgaria was "truly
happy at the successes and achievements of the fraternal Yugoslav
people" and "highly esteems your (Tito's) personal contribution to
the development of friendly relations'" between Bulgaria and Yugo-
glavia, expressing hope that these will be strengthened and developed
in the interests of the two nations, of peace and of socialism.
The published biography, paying warm tribute to Tito as a fighter
against imperialism and colonialism, makes much the same points,
referring in particular to the feeling of friendship and the desire
to expand bilateral relations which were expressed during Titefls
two vigits to Bulgaria.

s
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P J Priestle
(Do ST

Copies to:

Chanceries: Belgrade
Moscow
Budapest

Research Dept.

F.CL0.




FERERUNNE

-
1

ICONSUEE

AR

b P e mn ,"ﬁ
“iEiut‘«. FL&:T y mnh’

= I hie
W EE SONAL

4
St

767C LLH1681 YLN257 BEO257
GBLB,BE~YUBE 047
BEOGRAD 47 2 1000

LHS1470

ETATPRIORITY

THE RT~ HON. EDWARD HEATH PRIME MINISTER

f‘-“‘_’.:QJUN 7o |

Vi x /

v, e A
/ Rardied Ut Tk i
@D\ -l ‘-..., 4

OF GREAT BRITAIN
LONDON

W WARMLY THANK YOU FOR\CORDIAL)CONGRATULATIONS AND SINCERE

GOOD WISHES YOU SENT .ME ON BEHALF OF THE BRITISH GOVERNNMENT

AND IN YOUR OWN NAME ON THE OCCASION OF-MY 80TH ANNIVERSARY

JOSIP BROZ TITO
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were the result of the class strus > between Lie

bourgeoisie on the side of the OPCLU]FT and the Party
that of the people. The break with the Cominform in

1

1948 was deeper than a shock to him since he loved the

Russian people and had been greatly involved in the

life of their country. Nevertheless he was realist

enough to refuse Stalin's invitation to go to Kiev for

talks from which he would not have returned alive.
Relations with the Soviet Union should be marked by

equality despite the disparity of size between the tw

countries and no-one should ever be someone else's
satellite.
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CONFIDENTIAL

(‘r C

ONFIDENTIA
TO PRID ’NTY FCO TELNO 172 3 MA — S(f;-, @

YOUR TELS HOS 131 AND 134: PRESIDENT’S BIRTHDAY (/¢

& S
\

FOLLOWING FOR FU*LARD : posd

1. VERY MANY THANKS: THIS PUTS US IN REALLY GOOD SHAPE.

2, N Tﬂf LIGHT OF THIS | WOULD SEE NO PROBLEM ABOUT DROPPING
THE {DEA OF A MESSAGE TO VJESNIK (ROSLING’S LETTER 18/6

OF 27 APRIL YO JONES) UNLESS IT HAS ALREADY BEEN AGREED,

STEWART

b S

@im

?’
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WECE 2 14
. - JONFIDENTI ;
IMMEDIATE g~ .. . :JONFIDENTT

19 viAY 972
MF CO 18145402 | Elwu H46

CONF I DENTIAL :
TO IMMEDIATE BELGRADE TELEGRAM NUMBER 134 OF 18 MAY.

YOUR TELEGRAM NUMBER 161: PRESIDENT TIT0’S BIRTHDAY.

PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THE P?Lolh;»T
FROM THE PRIME MINIST BEGINS:

*?] SEND YOU THE WARM CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD WISHES OF THE |
BRITISH GOVERNMENT ON YCUR 80TH BIRTHDAY, YOUR HISTORIC :
ACHIEVEMENTS FOR 30SLAVIA, IN WAR AND PEACE, AND THE
DISTINGUISHE ONTRIBUTION WHICH YOU HAVE MALDE TO INTERNATIONAL
LIFE, ARE WIDELY RECOGNISED UNTH €

VERY HIGH REGARD, - RECA

HAVE } O BRITAIN, AND M ECENTLY CONVERATIONS
CHEQUERS LAST YEAR ASK ) FO ACCEPT THIS EXPRESS
BRITISH ADMIRATION AND RESPEC N YOUR NOTABLE ANN

ME MY AS REED ALSO TO SEND TWO CASES OF
CHIVAS REGAL FOF RESIDENT WHICH WE WILL DESPATCH BY THE
QUEEN?S EAV I N¢ S WEEKEND,

BOUGL AS~HOME glx

FIL Db [COPIES SENT TO NO 10 DOWNING ST |
.L_l..L.:k_)
P &C:D
COMIMS D
SIR T BRIMELOW

CONFIDENTIAL




)
10 Bowning Street
Wlyitehall

16 May 19

Thank you for your letter of 12 lMa
about President Tito's 80th birthday.

The Prime Minister agrees to send a
message of congratulation and I attach
a text which he has approved. He also
agrees that it would be appropriate for
him to send two cases of Chivas Regal
whiskey, and I have asked Protocol and
Conference Department if they could make
the necessary arrangements on the Prime
Minister's behalf,

I am sending a copy of this letter
to Peggy Metcalfe.

/W el

-:7:;’V'Jéiviaéfx</

M.0'D.B. Alexander, Esq., :
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.




DRAFT MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT TITO ON HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY

I send you the warm congratulations and good

wishes of the British Government on your 80th birthday.
Your historic achievements for Yugoslavia, in war

and peace, and the distinguished contribution which
you have made to international life, are widely
recognised in this country where you are held in

very high regard. I recall with pleasure the visits
which you have made to Britain, and most recently

my conversations with you at Chequers last year.

I ask you to accept this expression of British

admiration and respect on your notable anniversary.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London S.W.1
12 May, 1972

| e | lee (B)
| | :

You enquired what was being done to mark President
Tito's 80th birthday on 25 May.

i
{
|
{
|
|

R ATy ) ‘

i

The Queen has agreed to send a message of congratu-
lations to President Tito through HM Ambassador at Belgrade.

There can be no doubt that a similar message from
the Prime Minister would be genuinely welcome in Belgrade.
The Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary hopes that the Prime
Minister will feel able to do this. A message would of course
be particularly appropriate in view of the Prime Minister's
meeting with President Tito in November last year, and the
fact that the Prime Minister may not be able to take up
President Tito's invitation to him to visit Yugoslavia this
year. I enclose a possible draft.

You should by now have seen HM Ambassador's telegrams
nos. 160 and 161 from Belgrade (copies enclosed for
convenience) reporting that several West European Heads of
State are proposing to send President Tito a present. Many
other Heads of State or Govermment are likely to follow
suit. We suggested to the Palace that The Queen might care
to send President Tito a present, but it was felt that this
would not be appropriate. In these circumstances, we would
see great advantage if the Prime Minster were able to send
a present. It would undoubtedly be much appreciated in
Belgrade. HM Ambassador's suggestion = a couple of cases
of President Tito's favourite Scotch whiskey (Chivas Regal)
would be entirely suitable but you may have some other
suggestion., If the Prime Minister agreed, we would. hope
so to amange matters that the gift was delivered to
Pesident Tito at the same time as the message.

 Lord Bridges,
10 Downing Street.

CONF IDENTIAL
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DRAFT MESSAGE

In the name of Her Majesty's Government and of
the British people I send you warmest congratulations
and good wishes on the occasion of your &0th
birthday. You know the high regard in which you are
held in this country. This regard has in no way
diminished with the passing of the years, and it was
with particular pleasure that we welcomed you in
London last year. I cannot therefore allow this
occasion to pass without adding our good wishes to
the many messages of congratulations which you will
be receiving from all over the world.

I recall with great pleasure our meeting last
November and am only sorry it has so far not been
possible for me to take up your kind invitation to
&isit your country. I hope however that it will be
possible to find a suitable.opportunity before too

very long.
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0. IMMEDIATE FCO TELNO 160 OF 10 MAY
BELGRADE TELNO 1563 PRESENTS: FOR TITO'S 8OTH BIRTHDAY
1. | AM SORRY TO SAY THAF THIS 15 DEVFLOPING AS pnenxcan
BY HM CHARGE D*AFFAIRES, ©"""
5. AS RECENTLY AS THREE WEEKS AGO VES FCRN:AHBASSADORS HERE
WERE AGREED THAT THEY WOULD.NOT- RECOMMEND PRESENTS FROM THEIR -
HEADS OF STATE SINCE THERE HAD BEEN SUFFICIENT IWDICATIONS FROM. |
TITO'S STAFF THAT THE BIRTHDAY wAs TO BE TREATED AS A YUGOSLAY.
KiD HOT AN- INTERNATIOHAL EVENT, BUT THE GERMAN AMBAS SADOR
' BROKE RANKS AND PERSUADED HIS PRESIDENT TO SEND A PRESENT,
THIS 18 TO BE 8% BOTTLES OF VINE = HIGHLY INAPPROPRIATE
SIUCE TITO LONG AGO GAVE UP WINE FOR SCOTCH WHISKY BUT UNFORTUNATELY
EI0UGH TO SET THE BAHDWAGON ROLLING. THE SWISS HAVE CONFIRMED

THAT THEIR PRESIDENT 1S GIVING A PLATINUM WATCH, ALL OTHER
VESTERN EUROPEAN AMDASSADORS TOGETHER WITH THE AUSTRALIAHS
NID CANADIANS HAVE HOW RECOMHENDED PRESENTS AND ARE CONFIDENT
CTHAT THEIR HEADS OF STATE OR GOVERNMENTS WILL SEND THEMs
 THE US AMBASSADOR HAS S0 FAR ONLY WARNED HIS GOVERNHENT THAT
T WILL PROBABLY BE NECESSARY TO FOLLOW SUIT. . -
3. 14 THE CIRCUMSTANCES | A BOUND TO RECGMMEND A BRITISH ctrr.
AS YOU KNOW WE HAVE FALLEN WELL BEHIND OTHER WESTERH GOVERNMENTS
IN A NUMBER OF OPERATIONS DESIGNED TO BRING AID AND COMFORT = =
TO YUGOSLAVIA= THE LIST RAHGES FROM IVTERGOVLPNMENTAL 2 ;
LOANS AHD HIGH LEVEL VISITS TO GIFTS OF SMALLPOX VACCINE.
THERE MAY HAVE BEEN GOOD. REASONS FOR EACH INDiVIDUAL DECISION -
BUT. THE CUMULATIVE EFECT HAS BEEN TO GIVE THE IMPRESSION OF
A SIGNIFICANT DECLINE OF BRITISH INTEREST 1N YUGOSLAVIA:
THIS IMPRESSION WILL BE FURTHER STRENGTHENED IF WE ARE oD,
" MAW OUT IH THE MATTER OF A PRESENT FOR TITO'S e
. BIRTHDAY, THE MORE 80 SINCE OUR CONNECTIONS WITH WM IN

THE PAST WERE MUCH CLOSER AND MORE [MPORTANT THAN THOSE oF
“THE orucn WLSTERN oovsnumeur WHO- ARE How MAK;NG THE RUNN NG
HEREL e i T ..,1: e R REL A
he AEIT 18 POuSIBLE ror HM THE QUEF4 To.ern A GIFT 1 WOULD
- VENTURE TO RECOMMEND A PIECE OF SILVER. LOGAL KNOWLEDGE AND
TASTE ARE SUCH THAT LATE VICTORIAN WOULD BE MORE'APPROPRIATE
- THAN ANYTH!NG EARLIER AND MORE DlSTINGUlSHED.r* -{%if,‘;:;qﬁ‘
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-

s, H'-' THAT 1S NOT HER MAJESTY S PPACTICF- | HOPE THAT
THE PRIME MINISTER COULD AGREE TO SEND SOMETHING. A 3k
 OOUPLE OF CASES OF T1TO’S FAVOURITE SCOTCH (CHIVAS REGAL) il
WOULD 1 AM. SURE BE TAKEN AS A FRIENDLY PERSONAL ik
GESTU‘?F. st . ol ,
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 IMMEDIATE A CONFIDENTiAL

@R CAT A : Lig el
FM BELGRADE 1109302
CONFIDENTI AL
TO IMMEDIATE FCO TELNO 161 OF 11TH MAY
YOUR TELNO 127t TITO’S BIRTHDAY
1. THIS .CROSSED MY TELNO 160. | HAVE LITTLE TO ADD. MOST
HEADS OF MISSIONS WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED OR TO THIS BANDWAGON
HAVE HAD GREAT DIFFICULTY IN THINKING OF A NATICNAL PRODUCT
WHICH TITO MIGHT AGTUALLY USE AND HAS NOT BEEN GIVEN MANY TIMES
BEFORE AND SOME WHO HAVE HAD WHAT THEY THINK GOOD IDEAS ARE
RELUCTANT TO PASS THEM ON. THE FRENCH AND ITALIANS '
. ARE CERTAINLY CONFIDENT THAT THEIR PRESIDENTS WILL SEND PREShNTS..
THE BELGIANS ARE SENDING A SHOTGUN, THE AUSTRAL | AN i
AMBASSADOR THINKS HI§ GOVERNMENT WILLVSEND‘A PAINTING,
STEWART Gn il
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Fir layall Protocol and Conference Dept

PRESIDENT TITO'S 80th BIRTHDAY

15 I understand from Mr Bullard that following your conversal
him today you are prepared to undertake to write to the Falace
whether it will be possible for there to be some reference to t
possibility of a visit by Her llajesty The Wueen to Yugoslavia

1975, to be included in Her Majesty's message to President Tit

the occasion of his 80th birthday. I attach a copy of the com
his connection made by the Secretary of State on my submission

G
E }g il Ay

B Sparrow
Lastern European and

L5 May, 1972




CONFIDENTIAL
Mr Maxgii Protocol and Conference Dept ee M Daynt
3 Mr Renwick

Private Office
Sir T Brimelow

PRESIDENT TITO'S 80th BIRTHDAY

i You will have seen HM Ambassador's telegram nos 160 and 161 from
Belgrade recommending that since other West European Heads of State
are proposing to send to President Tito a present on his birthday it
would be most appropriate for Her Majesty The Queen to send President
Lito a gift, possibly a piece of late Victorian silver. I entirely
agree with lir Stewart's suggestion and I hope that you will feel able to
recommend accordingly to the Palace.
2 I am sending you separately a copy of this Department's submission
about the possibility of a message and a present to President Tito from

the Prime Minister.

=

9=3J L Bullard

(/" Eastern European and Soviet Dept

12 Moy, 197D
Me Bullord

A8 I put to the Private Secrdaries at the Palace your
suggestion that The Queen might send President Tito a AR
on his 80th birthday. Their reaction was categoric that
The Queen would not wish to do this. She did not know

Tito well, if at all, and would not normally send a present
on such an occasion. She would, however, have no objection
to sending a suitable message and we shallle discussing
this later on with Sir Martin Charteris and the PosSs bRl
of including a reference to a State Visit =mnext Ve o
Yugoslavia.

2 In the circumstances unless the Secretary of State
oo oty ey strong&ghﬁfBEﬁTfﬁis, I suggest that the present

/should




CONFIDENTTIAT

Should come from the Prime Minister and only a message from
The Queen.

RN

A T Mayall
12 May 1972 Protocol and Conference Dept
CH 403 MA 365

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL P
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Private Offi H cc Mr lMayall P and C Dept
Miss Makgill PCD
Ifr Rawlinson News Dept
Sir T Brimelow
Mr Daunt,
Mr Renwick

PRESIDENT TITO'S 80th BIRTHDAY (25 MAY)
PROBLEM
i What messages and/or presents should be sent to President Tito

on his 80th birthday, which falls on 25 May.

BACKGROUND

@

o This Department has agreed with HM Ambassador at Belgrade that it
would be appropriate and most welcome to the Yugoslavs if a message

to Fresident Tito could be sent by Her llajesty The tueen. We have
already sent a suggested text to Protocol and Conference Department.

g It would be a very welcome additional gesture to the Yugoslavs if
it were possible for the Prime lMinister also to send his good wishes,
preferably in the name of HMG and the British people. Lord Bridges has
indicated on the telephone that this possibility is already being
considered at No 10. A message from Mr Heath would be particularly
appropriate in view of his meeting with President Tito last November
and of the strong possibility that he may after all be unable to take
up President Tito's invitation to him to visit Yugoslavia in 1972,

e HM Ambassador at Belgrade has reported in his telegrams nos. 160
and 16l that several Western European Heads of State are now considering
sending a present to President Tito. The President of West Germany is
sending 80 bottles of wine, the Swiss President is sendine a platinum
watch and it seems likely that other West European and North American
Heads of State or Government will follow suit. In such circumstances

it is clear that a present from Her Majesty The “ueen would be

genuinely and particularly welcome. If this raises difficulties of

CONFIDENTIATL /protocol,




CONFIDENTIAL
protocol, the present could go from the Prime lMinister. If we did not
send a present from either Her lajesty The Queen or Her Majesty's
Government, I believe that this would be adversely regarded in
ﬁelgrade.
CE As to what form the present should take, HM Ambassador has
suggested a piece of late Victorian silver as a suitable gift from
Her lajesty; or a couple of cases of President Tito's favourite Scotch
whiskey (Chivas Regal) if the gift is to come from the Prime Minister.

RECOMMENDATION
6. Ligtbach a dpatt lTebter to Ne 10;

Tl

JA J L Bullard
( Fastern European and Soviet Dept

12 May, 1972
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DRAFT MESSAGE
On the occasion of your 80th birthday I vend &
Your Ixcellency my congratulationg and gincere h

wishes for your continued good health and hop ine

and also for the succest and pro8perity of your j
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Mr Bullard

Private Office

PRESIDENT TITO'S 80th BIRTHDAY

i The editor of the main Croat daily newspgbper "Vjesnil" has
approached our Embassy in Belgrade for the fiessage from the Prime
Minister which would appear in their edifion of 25 May (the President's
birthday). The Yugoslavs are determinéd to make President Tito's

80th birthday a major occasion and am sure that it would do us a lot
of good if it were possible for thle Prime Minister to agree to send

a short message. We know that e Yugoslavs are rather disappointed

at the fact that the Prime lMipister has not yet been able to accept an
invitation to visit Yugosla fa and a message on this occasion would
indicate our continuing ipterest in Yugoslavia.

e We understand that fhe United States Embassy in Belgrade has
recommended that President Nixon should send such a message, and
provided that such a/message is forthcoming from President Nixon or
from our major Eurgpean allies I would recommend that the Embassy

be authorised to Assue a message on the lines of the attached draft.

5 If it is not possible for the Prime Minister to send such a message
I hope that t Secretary of State would consider whether it would be
possible for/him to do so instead. The Embassy would like to have such
a message 15th May to meet the newspaper's deadline.

b I atffach a draft letter to No 10,
MW
B Sparrow

Eastern European and Soviet Dept

li-May. kG972




B Sparrow Esq
EE & SD

FCO

London

Lo 1 v | nfs

3%, }}M\“‘ 5@ &

ITO's 80th BIRTHDAY

tlis I think the Ambassador may well be mentioning this to
you during his current visit to London. Just before I came
back from leave Julian Bullard said he was thinking of

trying to get a message of birthday greetings from the Queen.
After all sorts of rumours about the sort of foreign dignitary

who might be invited to the birthday celebrations here it

now looks as if they will be kept within the Yugoslav family.
I understand Tito said as much the other week to the US
Ambassador.

2 It looks therefore as if messages at the highest level
will be the general order of things. The A]bgoSdQOr
understands from his EEC colleagues that they hope for
messages from their respective Heads of State. If it
proved possible to arrange a message from Her Majesty that
would obviously be a very fine thing.

T |
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BRITISH EMBASSY
BELGRADE

27 April 1972

R E Jones Esq
Guidance & Information Policies Department
Forelgn and Commonwealth Office

fgiﬁcgkﬁ mb& oA

HMESSAGE POR JJESNIK ON TITO'S S0TH BIRTEDAY

1. The Zagreb dally newspaper Vjesnik are asking foreign
missions to obtain statements from Heads of State and
governments on the occasion of Fresident Tito's 30th birthday
on 25 Bay. We have recelved such a reguest from the Chief
Zditor, Mr AuguStin (incidentally a sponsored vigitor to

the U X im 1968), The paper secks a message conveying the
sender's “"opinion" of President Tito "especially on his role
as a statesman in world relations"”, The paper's deadline is
15 May.

2., We recognise that it is not a very common practice for the
Frime Minister to issue such statements for publication., Also
we doubt whether it would be appropriate for such a statement
to convey specifically an assessment of Tito. However, the
Yugoslavs afe pulling out all the stops for the celebration
of Tito's 80th birthday and we ave hoping that EESD (to whom
we are sending a copy of this letter) will manage to arrange
a birthday message to the President himself from the Jueen.

We therefore think that we should ask you to recommend that

a suitable statement be given to for publication,
Ideally this should be from the Prime Hinister, but if this
is imposeible, we think that a message from the Secretary of
State would probably be acceptable instead. I attach a draft.
This has been prepared in haste to catech the bag and I have
not had time to do any research into, for example, any publie
statements made by British lilnisters, perhaps in connectiomn
with Tito's visits to the U K, about the President. We may
not in any case have such matérial here. I therefore you
agree with our recommendation, perhaps some research could be
done in London.




o

S xn%ga;g heve apologised for the short notice, and in
order t¢ catch the bag, I am afraid I am unable to tell

you whether, for examplie, the French, German and Italians

will be providing statements for Viesngg. The Amevicans

are however recommending that FPresideni Hixon should provide

& message, and their Embsssy think it likely that one will be
provided. I will send this information, perhaps by telegram,
es soon as I have it. I think Vjesnik will undotibtedly get
statenents from neutral and non-sligned countries, and possibly
from the Warsaw Pact countries as well,

Copy to B Sparrow Esq
HESD
¥CO




DRAPT STATEMIRT

It is with great pleassure that I teke the opportugity

of the 80th birthday of His Excellency President Josip Broz Tito
to exprass the admiration and high regaré which are felt in
Great Britain towards the President personally and towards

the peoples of Yugoslavia,

Our relations go hack a long way, We have been alllies in war
and friends in peace. Our relations are close and extensive.
%e know and understand each other very well. It is a friendly
relationship which we value highly. We value highly, too,
Yugoslavia's participation in the counsels of the world. To
this President Tito has contributed much, We in Beitain,
remenbdr with pleasure the President's visits to ocur country.

On the last occasion when he was here I personally had the

honour of meeting hinm and engaging in fauitful discussions

from which we derived great benefit. I, and my fellow-
countrymen, look forward to the continued development of our
contacts and relations. In saying this, I take this opportunity,
through your gcolumns, of expressing our bhest wishes to

President Tito and to the peoples of Yugoslavia,
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Guidance & Information Policies Department
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

LONDON

SWAA 2AH

R E Jones Esqg : f/gétijz

MESSAGE FOR VJESNIK ON TITO'S 80TH BIRTHDAY

1. The Zagreb daily newspaper Vjesnik are asking foreign
missions to obtain statements from Heads of State and
governments on the occasion of President Tito's 80th birthday
on 25 May. We have received such a request from the Chief
Editor, Mr Au%uétin (incidentally a sponsored visitor to

the U K in 1968). The paper seeks a message conveying the
sender's "opinion" of President Tito "especially on his role
as a statesman in world relations". The paper's deadline is

15 May.

2. We recognise that it is not a very common practice for the
Prime Minister to issue such statements for publication. Also
we doubt whether it would be appropriate for such a statement
to convey specifically an assessment of Tito. However, the
Yugoslavs afe pulling out all the stops for the celebration
of Tito's 80th birthday and we are hoping that EESD (to whonm
we are sending a copy of this letter) will manage to arrange
a birthday message to the President himself from the Queen.

We therefore think that we should ask you to recommend that

a suitable statement be given to Vjesnik for publication.
Ideally this should be from the Prime Minister, but if this

is impossible, we think that a message from the Secretary of
State would probably be acceptable instead. I attach a draft.
This has been prepared in haste to catch the bag and I have
not had time to do any research into, for example, any public
statements made by British Ministers, perhaps in connection
with Tito's visits to the U K, about the President. We may
not in any case have such matérial here. If therefore you
agree with our recommendation, perhaps some research could be
done in London.




3. YVjesnik have apologised for the short notice, and in
order to catch the bag, I am afraid I am unable to tell

you whether, for example, the French, German and Italians

will be providing statements for Vjesnik. The Americans

are however recommending that President Nixon should provide

a message, and their Embassy think it likely that one will be
provided. I will send this information, perhaps by telegram,
as soon as I have it. I think Vjesnik will undotibtedly get
statements from neutral and non-aligned countries, and possibly
from the Warsaw Pact countries as well.

P E Rosling

Copy to B Sparrow Esg

EESD
FCO




DRAFT STATEMENT

It is with great pleasure that I take the opportunity

of the 80th birthday of His Excellency President Josip Broz Tito
to express the admiration and high regard which are felt in
Great Britain towards the President personally and towards

the peoples of Yugoslavia,

Our relations go back a long way. We have been allies in war
and friends in peace. Our relations are close and extensive.
We know and understand each other very well. It is a friendly
relationship which we value highly. We value highly, too,
Yugoslavia's participation in the counsels of the world. To

this President Tito has contributed much. We in Britain,

remembgr with pleasure the President's visits to our country.

On the last occasion when he was here I personally had thi
honour of meeting him and engaging in fruitful discussions

from which we derived great benefit. I, and my fellow-
countrymen, look forward to the continued development of our
contacts and relations. 1In saying this, I take this opportunity,
through your columns, of expressing our best wishes to

President Tito and to the peoples of Yugoslavia.




