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‘Stalinist tactics of

It Is. now several months
since Mr Benn rejected the
advice many of his friends had
given him and chose the
middle of the local elections to

lunge the Labour Party into,

Em campaign for the deputy

leadership. (i
During that period, I have

set out my views on all the re-
levant issues in over 50
I.geef:lms and many articles, In '

is message I want to say a -
word about the campaign 1tse1f
and what it has meant to our
party.

Mr Benn's claim that his
campalgn would be “a healing
process " and “purify the
movemen has proved far
from the t:mth Many of his
supporters have taken mo
notice of his advice to ignore
personalities and deal with

policies alone,

. The fact is that his campaign
has inflicted deep and unneces-
gary wounds on our movement
at a time when we should have
been able to concentrate exclu-

MR Denis Healey Yﬁterday intensiﬁetl
his fight for the deputy leadership -

of the Labour Par(y~—in which his
opponents are Mr Tony Benn and Mr
“John Silkin—by sending eampaigning
literature to constituency Labour
parties all over the country, to

Lahour MPs, trade unions and ether .
' o«rgan.lsatlons aﬂilla.ted o the Labnut ‘

Party, | T

i

from Denis

.‘!

The litaratural cnntaimd i A messa
e cy
speaks of “ what the ¢
. means 1o our movement ' and asks
for support. Here we pr]:pt the full .
text of that message, 28
Together with his “ message” Mr
Healey reissued a statement of his =
own views on certain aspects of ¥
Labour Party policy. He first lssueﬁ
this when he announced his decision .
torrun again {nr the depm.y leadership. .
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{  icam to fight the Thatcher
. Government. He sought greater !

abour

and My
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Foot would make a balanced

industrial democraey, the further @

unions

development in cooperation wjth the

of the alternative economic.
strategy, the.
multilateral

ursuit of genuine

isarmament, the

cancellation of Trident, and the reé;nrn
of the Labour Party to its tl'adltl&n
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our. swely on ﬁghﬁng the warst

Tory  govérnment dn hlstor
The consequences are plain
see.

With riots in our cities, un-
employment rising up beyond
3 million, inflation set to rise
again, at Jeast half the Cabinet
in open revolt -against -Mrs
Thatcher; and ‘the Tory wote
collapsing all over the country,
Labour's lead should be soar-
ing and ‘our general election
victory should be certain,

Instead, we had a shattering
disappomtment at the Warring-

Josin

t_gm byelection -an‘-:i\ have'. been
cast-iron Labour seats in
working class wards as @ far
apart as Newcastle and Lam-
beth.

There 1§ no mystery about
the reason. You hear it every-
where — on the doorstep, at
the factory bench, in the shop-
ping centre, Ordinary decent

men and women whose support

we should bhe ahle to take for
granted, are wortied stiff that
our party has been taken over
by the bully boys who howl
down  free speech at party

utl{ﬁs, who }

box in favour of
the streets. They .
Toyal

years of ;
ment thrn‘WrL on the

trines of sectarian
" Tt makes no diffe
extremists whethe!
Right, Left or
other day, Arthur
nounced Eric

Kinnock . and Judith

A worse than the

l{art - as
TS Of 11'19

'{énpltal‘is't pi‘ess"

. our

- has
“pioneoers,
- majority of trade unionists and
1 Labour people want

el
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_ The extremists have nothﬂn
in common with the ideals o
movement. Even today
they represent only a
minority of our membership.
But they are doing us great:
harm. Their conduct and their
dogmas are profoundly hostile;
fo all that the Labour Party
stood for . since the
The overwhelming

to  see
humanity and common sense in
the saddle. We want to be able

tiny &

extremlsts

In ﬁhefstatemcnt he said that h& "3:'_ to argue with one another

. without the Stalinist . tacties

Cwhich  the = extremists have

' brought with them.

Ahove all, we want to get
“‘the Tories out. We have :no

' chanece of doing that so long as
ek 3113 British people helieve that
B ese

sectarian  minorities
Eht decide the policies of a
our Government. That | is
% the. vote on the deputy
1ea ership. at Brighton is of

' critical importance. It can be

" our passport to victory at the
next election. Or it can con-
demn the British Tople to a
eneration of Thatcherism. The
uture of trade unpionism in
Britain is at stake. So is the
future of our party as the
democratic voice of working
men and women.

So let us set this episode
behind us and get back into
the mainstream of our socialist
tradition. Then, at last, we can
unite for the real battle —
against the Tories.




