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After World War II and up until 1991,
Slovenia, as part of the former Yugoslavia,
was influenced by state socialist manage-
ment first imposed by Marshal Tito (Fig-
ure 1). The ideological change in Slovenia
resulted in a systematic program of rapid
industrialization aimed at achieving mod-
ernization. These changes are evident
throughout the country, but are ever pres-
ent in the cities, three of which are the
focus of this article: the capital, Ljubljana;
the leading industrial city of Maribor; and
the port city of Koper.

The consequences of the socialist man-
agement of space remain visible today.
The cultural legacy of socialism, consisting
of a variety of architectural relics as well
as an intangible heritage can still be seen
on the landscape and in the ethos of the
Slovenian people. Although historians
must label periods in such a way as to
imply abrupt all-encompassing changes

Figure 1. Slovenia’s location within Europe.

precisely defined spatial demarcation as is
the case in countries that abruptly changed
from incipient stages of industrialization
to socialism and then to free market econo-
mies.

Evidence of the socialist heritage is
likely to have tourism potential as it cap-
tures a time marked with relict landscape
evidence that I argue should be integrated
into tourism programs. The cultural heri-
tage of socialism in these three functionally
different cities of Ljubliana, Maribor and
Koper should be of interest to sociologists,
historians, and anyone interested in Cold
War political themes (Figure 2). I further
argue that each city would benefit from
concrete proposals for the integration of
some of its individual relics into its array
of tourist attractions.

The means of dealing with post com-
munist or socialist pasts are likely to dif-
fer from society to society. For instance,
in Slovenia, where the menace of totali-
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there was no frenzy to rid the nation of
depictions of its dictator, Instead, Slove-
nian space has been cluttered since
World War I with plaques listing the
dead of both World Wars and even the
Spanish Civil War, as well as innumera-
ble statues dedicated to victims of war.
Comparisons of the different responses to
change are likely to interest many cul-
tural travelers. In Belgrade, Serbia, atop
the Balkan Hotel in the city center, the
yellow arches of McDonalds are cur-
rently displayed, while in Slovenia,
which has had a less harried post socia-
list history, such a blatant display of a
globalized popular culture icon would be
unthinkable.

Socialist Management of Space and the
Formation of Socialist Heritage

After World War II, urban rebuilding
was clearly necessary throughout Europe.
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figure 2. Three major Slovene cities: Koper, Ljubljana, and Maribor.
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Where socialism was adopted after the
World War II, it was supposed to provide
quicker and more efficient development,
the elimination of agrarian overpopulation
and rapid progress toward modernization
(BalaZi¢, 2010). Whereas the more wealthy
countries involved in World War II
retained the general outlines of their polit-
ical models, the countries under Soviet
dominion and Yugoslavia had been
slower to develop. If it was not already
apparent from their economic statistics,
the War made clear that the more indus-
trialized regimes had the upper hand in
warfare.

This state of affairs was further com-
plicated by the nascent Cold War, as the
victorious Allies took sides in the battle for
future territories. Thus, it was almost inev-
itable that some nations—especially those
in the Soviet sphere— would move toward
socialism, while others, such as Greece
and Italy, would not be allowed to deviate
from the democratic mold of the United
States and the other western European
allies. This resulted in two main changes
in the countries that became socialist: pri-
vate ownership and the management of
space were replaced by state ownership,
and the free market and market economy
such as they had existed were abolished.
The economy and spatial planning became
guided by state authorities in order to
meet the needs of the country and citizens,
with the objective to establish equality
among social classes and an equitable dis-
tribution of goods, eliminating disparities
in development.

An ancillary result of this systemic
change was that regional authorities
became subordinated to state authorities.
Concomitant changes therefore appeared
in space, a consequence of economic
planning toward the nexus of ‘de-agrari-
anization’, modernization and urbaniza-
tion (Vrider, 1978). In the Balkans north
of Greece the changes were more stark
than in neighboring central European
countries. Migration from rural to urban
areas in Slovenia and the rest of Yugo-
slavia (much of this from southern
regions to Slovenian factories and mines)
is reflected, in Slovenia, by the following
differential degrees of urbanization. The
share of the urban population increased
115% from 1961 to 1981 in Koper, 54%
in Ljubljana, and 29% in Maribor (Hor-
vat, 2006). In turn, the migrants helped
shape the landscape. New workplaces
and increasing urban populations created
the need for housing which was most
obvious in the capital city Ljubljana and

large regional centers like Maribor and
Koper.

Such changes occurred throughout
industrial countries. What is virtually
unique in Slovenia and other socialist
countries is that it occurred in a precise
period, generated by the adoption of a pre-
cise ideology, and while the changes may
have been inevitable, they were often hur-
ried along. Slovenia was relatively
unscathed from bombing strikes as com-
pared to war-torn Bosnia, Serbia, and
other former Yugoslavian nations, and
exhibits fewer changes of the landscape,
rural or urban. Venetian and Austrian-
influenced material culture will likely con-
tinue to exist in Slovenia, as will the bell
towers associated with Catholicism in
every village, some, of course, topped by
Orthodox onion domes.

The socialist era appears to have had
virtually no visually apparent effect on the
Mediterranean foothills. The viticulture
remains. Likewise, Ljubljana’s narrow
streets remain and Maribor’s architectur-
ally grand buildings still stand in nearly a
full half of the city. Most important is
what Slovene geographer Urbanc refers to
as Slovenia’s ‘socialist landscape’ (2002).
That socialist landscape did indeed take
form, to a large degree exemplified by
Ljubljana, Maribor, and Koper, and
marked by a unique cultural heritage lar-
gely consisting of spatial phenomena typi-
cal of the time: commercial and residential
buildings, suburban settlements or sepa-
rate buildings, nationalized agricultural
land, monuments (particularly the
National Liberation War monuments) and
other relics of socialism along with an
intangible cultural heritage retained, for
example, by the partisan songs that con-
tinue to be popular in taverns throughout
the country.

The cultural heritage of socialism is
much more than drab and dispiriting rows
of identical cinder-block apartment dwell-
ings. These do exist, but they would make
for a dull tour of an era. Each city retains
its own unique aspect, largely because,
though industrially based, the time of
socialism was, historically speaking, very
short. In spite of the homogenizing effects
of socialism, these three cities are different
because of their unique geographical set-
tings: one a Mediterranean port city,
another a capital city located in a virtual
bog, and the third a city straddling a great
European river (the Drava in Maribor). In
addition to their unique locations, each
city has experienced widely disparate
forces acting upon them for centuries.
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Relics of Socialism as a Part of Cultural
Heritage

The Institute for the Protection of the
Cultural Heritage of Slovenia defines cul-
tural heritage as sources and evidence of
human history and culture regardless of
origin, development and level of preserva-
tion of (tangible/material) heritage, and
the cultural assets associated with this
(intangible/non-material) heritage. For my
purpose, I define cultural heritage as the
legacy of tangible objects and intangible
elements of culture inherited from past
generations that include, among others,
buildings, monuments, tools, artifacts,
songs, dances, manners and customs. Cul-
tural heritage is not another way of saying
simply history, rather, the term allows re-
experience and understanding of the past
(Smith 2001). It is an essential part of so-
called “cultural tourism’ that is defined by
the UN World Tourism Organization as
travel with a focus on learning about such
topics as foreign cultures, presenting
indigenous art work, visiting festivals, and
cultural sightseeing. In the broadest sense,
cultural tourism should satisfy the need to
learn about foreign countries by enriching
tourists’ cultural knowledge (Richards,
1997).

Relics of socialism are derived from
the roughly four decades of socialist rule
during the latter half of the 20th century
and constitute a peculiar sort of cultural
heritage, particularly as this distinct period
began and ended relatively recently. This
means that despite the existence of a tangi-
ble material heritage (along with archaeo-
logical heritage, cultural landscapes,
movable heritage and collections, national
treasures and non-material intangible heri-
tage (Zavod za varstvo kulturne dedis¢ine,
2010), the actual architecture is not strik-
ingly different from that conceived and
built in other socialist countries - i.e., there
is no Venice of socialism.

Socialism, in relation to recent history,
politics, and society remains a potential
source of controversy - even its definition
is debated. Nonetheless, it is impossible to
ignore a period of history together with its
historical effects, and, therefore, socialism'’s
heritage represents great tourism potential.
Other former socialist countries such as
the Czech Republic with its Museum of
Communism in Prague, Hungary with the
Statue Park in Budapest, and Poland with
the Communism tours in Nowa Huta,
have imagined means to recognize and
highlight their Communist heritage. Yet,
Slovenia has taken no steps towards the
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integration of its socialist cultural heritage.
One likely explanation alluded to earlier is
that socialism was, despite some turbulent
early years, was less traumatic in Slovenia.
Czechs, Poles, and Hungarians suffered a
socialism inextricably linked with terror, a
terror to some degree exorcised by accep-
tance into a wider European community in
the post-socialist era.
According to Young and Light,

“There has been a dramatic rise in the

number of tourists visiting ECE [eastern
central Europe]. The major change has
been in the nature of tourism and tour-
ists with an expansion of ‘new’ or
‘alternative’ or ‘niche’ tourism catering
to niche markets with particular inter-
ests. Among the best known of these
are: cultural tourism, ecotourism,
adventure tourism, educational tourism
and ‘dark’ tourism (2010).”

Slovenia will inevitably be required
to offer tourists specific, and recent,
“niche”  cultural tourism, including
“socialist heritage tourism.” The dramatic
differences in circumstances in the former
socialist countries only serve to make
each particular country of more interest.
The key specific question arises as to
how particular elements of the cultural
heritage of socialism in Slovenian cities
are to be incorporated into the tourists’
itineraries.

Proposals for the Integration of the
Heritage of Socialism into Urban Tourism
Offerings

Although the three selected cities are
functionally different, they hold similar
potential to present socialist heritage as
an urban tourism product. Ljubljana as
the capital, administrative and cultural
center of Slovenia should emphasize the
cultural component of the heritage of
socialism even though it also has at its
disposal an industrial and architectural
heritage of socialist times. Maribor, as
the second largest city and, at the time
of socialism, the most industrial city,
should highlight the industrial and tech-
nical component of the heritage of
socialism, while Koper as a coastal city
should illustrate how coastal life—the
use of the port and the sea—was
affected by socialism.

All three cities have some prominent
industrial facilities that fit typologically into
the category of building heritage and have
prominent social and technical significance.

In Ljubljana, several factories operated
during the socialist years. Among the most
prominent still standing are Litostroj
(Figure 3) and Droga Kolinska (Figure 4).
The former is now a specialized producer
of complexly shaped individual castings
made of steel and special alloys focused on
supplying components for hydro, gas and
steam turbines, pumps, valves and
shipbuilding to the global market.

Founded in 1947, Litostroj developed
from a classic iron foundry to a high-tech
cast steel plant. As mechanical plants had
existed for more than one hundred years
in the Ljubljana region, Litostroj was born
amidst an established industry. The first

iron was made and poured on September
1, 1947, in a new plant, ceremoniously
opened by Josip Broz (Marshal Tito), and
named Titovi zavodi Litostroj until 1990
(Litostroj jeklo, 2010). In fact, the naming
and re-naming of plants, streets, squares,
and so on, constitutes a heritage issue in
its own right. Kolinska (today part of the
Droga Kolinska Group) produced a
selected assortment of foods for the mar-
ket, such as coffee, natural mineral and
spring water, soft drinks, spreads, sweet
and salted snacks and children’s food.
Kolinska was one of the oldest factories
in Ljubljana, founded in 1908 as a branch
factory of the Czech town Kolin. The

Figure 4. Droga Kolinska factory in Ljubljana, producer of food products.
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factory, which at first produced only chic-
ory, was greatly expanded in 1946, pro-
ducing more and new products and
employing additional workers. In 1965, it
produced puddings, soda, vanilla sugar,
baking powder, spices and condiments,
sugar products and ice cream (Setnikar,
2007).

Several metal and textile manufactur-
ing factories were operating in Maribor,
the most industrial city during the socialist
era in former Yugoslavia. The two most
prominent of that time were TAM (today
named TVM) (Figure 5), a factory produc-
ing vehicles, and TVT Boris Kidri¢ (Fig-
ure 6), producer of rail vehicles and
heating devices. TAM’s history stretches
back into the era following World War II
with the establishment of the company
Tovarna avtomobilov Maribor, which was,
at that time, the largest manufacturer of
trucks and buses in Yugoslavia (TVM,
2010). Factory TVT Boris Kidri¢ (the fac-
tory was named in the seventies after the
Slovene hero Boris Kidri¢) dates back to
the year 1863, when it was located in Stud-
enci, near Maribor, and functioned as a
workshop for refurbishing rolling stock
after the establishment of the Vienna-Trie-
ste railway. Eventually the premises were
converted almost entirely to use for the
reconstruction of steam locomotives, but
eventually the demand for locomotives
declined and the company established an
association with the German firm Stadler
and began the manufacture of boilers for
central heating (WVterm, 2010).

As a port city, Koper's development
during the socialist era, while guided by
industrial needs, was transport oriented.
Not having been an especially large city in
the past, the port did have room to grow
given a virtual horseshoe of space sur-
rounding the city center. Some of that
horseshoe-shaped parcel remains a wet-
land, but much of it is recovered land,
called bonifica. The recovered wetland has
provided room for a belt of functional con-
struction, parking lots, and office buildings.
As an example of a typical socialist man-
agement solution, the port was expanded
into wetlands, where now the dominant
sights are tank farms. Often a mist of iron
ore deposits are captured in trees that were
formerly green. On the other hand, though
Koper’s population is roughly one-eighth
that of nearby Trieste, the port now
receives nearly as many vessels.

Shortly after the establishment of the
company Luka Koper (Luka means port in
Slovene) authorities established a factory
that manufactured motorcycles under the

Figure 6. TVT Boris Kidric, nce'proer of rail vehicles and heating devices in Maribor.

Tomos brand name in Koper (Figures 7,
8). The motorcycle factory was officially
opened in 1959, again by Marshal Tito.
Today it extends to a 23,000 m* area of
production (Tomos, 23.11.2010). Another
phenomenon  often  associated ~ with
relatively weak socialist economies is the
prevalence of one or two brands of home-
grown products; Tomos for many years
was the main two-wheeler of Yugoslavia.
Today, in the former Yugoslavia, there is a
feeling of warm nostalgia for old Tomos
vehicles and there are numerous collectors.

All factories from the three selected
cities described share an industrial heri-
tage. Even the port of Koper is inseparable
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from the industry of its time. Though not
an engine of growth per se, the port has
played an historical role as a stimulant of
industrial development in the surrounding
area. Such prominent industrial and port-
related facilities fit into the category of
building heritage and with prominent
social and technical significance of their
time and region are by nature part of the
worldwide phenomenon of industrial tour-
ism. Industrial heritage tourism is con-
cerned with  presenting  machinery,
processes, buildings, manufacturing pro-
cesses, and ways of industrial life. A fac-
tory may decide to open a museum about
the industry’s history while inviting visi-
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tors to tour the existing factory as well.
There are several possibilities for organiz-
ing a tourism product: a factory tour, a
purpose-built visitor center, catering facili-
ties and shops selling the company’s prod-
ucts (Yale, 2004).
Litostroj, Droga Kolinska, TAM,
TVT Boris Kidri¢, and Tomos, each has its
own unique untapped tourism potential in
the form of industrial and technical heri-
tage that may constitute a separate or
additional tourist destination. Tourists
could enjoy nostalgic visits to factory tours
and technical museums representing a col-
lection of different products, especially
those items that are no longer produced.
In fact, a collector’'s market actually exists
for old and unusual cars formerly ubiqui-
tous in Yugoslavia as well as Tomos bikes.
Factories (as well as the port of Koper)
have influenced the development and
expansion of the suburban settlements
around their areas. The suburbs in Ljublj-
ana (Figure 9), Maribor (Figure 10), and
Figure 7. Port of Koper, named Luka Koper.
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Figure 8. Tomos motorcycle factory in Koper.
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Figure 9. Suburbanization in Ljubljana.

A

Figure 10. An example of suburban settlement in Maribor.

Koper (Figure 11), are barely distinguish-
able from one another in their general
structure. Current residential suburban
areas are often a relic of the socialist era
with its modernist architecture of function
and expediency. According to the Institute
of the Protection of Cultural Heritage of
Slovenia such mundane structures would
qualify as building heritage. Employees
from the factories lived in these settle-
ments in large blocks of flats and terraced
houses. Suburban settlements could be
made a part of the proposed technical
museums focusing on the theme of every-
day life during socialism. It would be also
appropriate to develop thematic pathways

in suburban developments or even an
open-air museum. Visitors on a guided
tour would see a certain part of these sub-
urban settlements and take note of the
daily lives in these settlements where there
could be some service facilities arranged in
socialist-style (e.g., a socialist dry-goods
store, a socialist-style post office).

The socialist heritage also extends to
the semi-material and non-material (intan-
gible). These relics of socialist ideology
play an anchoring function and can be
clearly seen in all three cities. Examples of
semi-material (rather than using the estab-
lished term ‘building heritage’) heritage
include monuments and memorials from
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the National Liberation War (Figures 12,
13, 14).

Intangible heritage consists of street
names, squares, schools, museums and
other institutions named after war heroes
(Figures 15, 16, 17). There are many ways
these features can be integrated into the
urban tourism. For instance, without
drawing any categorical conclusions, what
was once Revolution Square in Koper is
now known as Brolo, with no hint of the
former name evident to the visitor. While
demolishing statues of tyrants such as Sta-
lin were virtually de rigueur after the dis-
solution of the USSR, it is hardly
conceivable that the revolution that
occurred on Slovene territory during and
after World War II induced such durable
anguish that the event would be revised
by erasure.

Although the inheritance of socialism
consists of spatial elements that can be
found in functionally different cities, its
memorialization should be taken on as a
national project. A logical starting point
would be the establishment of a museum
of socialism or a park in Ljubljana, which
would represent the historical image of
socialism and society through different
periods. Examples of similar heritage tour-
ism can be found in other former socialist
countries including the Czech Republic
and Hungary. One must refrain from
viewing the socialist period as one of eco-
nomic and productive ineptitude. Many
older Slovenes miss the vacations that
were arranged and paid for by the state-
owned companies on the coasts of Istria.
Urban heritage tourism should include
some of the great successes of Slovene
industry as well, such as the Iskra factory
in Kranj that produced a hand drill that
was on a par with if not better than those
of Black and Decker, and Gorenje, a pro-
ducer of quality refrigerators, washers,
and dryers.

Conclusions

The short period of socialism left
behind its own legacy, with relics in all
three cities, Koper, Ljubljana, and Maribor.
This heritage consists of meaningful land-
scape elements such as industrial facilities,
suburban villages, and monuments and
memorials of the National Liberation War.
Today elements of socialism are still visi-
ble on the Slovenian landscape. Such
clearly delineated and visible periods in
history rarely die a rapid death. Socialism
in Slovenia persists in the form of partisan
songs, the persistence of memorial celebra-
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Figure 11. Suburban development in Koper.

Figure 13. Kojak monument in Iv}r;ribér, sj/mbol of the national liberation struggle during World
War II in Maribor.

Figure 12. Statue of Stane Kavcic in Ljublj-
ana, a prominent politician during socialism.
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Figure 14. Example of a monument to national heroes in Koper.

Yugoslavia Josip Broz Tito in Maribor.

tions, the remnants of the cult of Tito with
his name written on hillsides as well as
Tito-themed bars. In addition to material
remembrances, ubiquitous, daily argu-
ments held in taverns and cafes through-
out the country about the themes of
revolution and socialism show that the
memory of socialism is very much alive in
Slovene culture today. Socialist heritage
represents the potential to generate tour-
ism strategies that would include a variety
of culturally oriented tours, inextricably
linked to the specific political and histori-
cal movement that was socialism. Cultural
tourism in Slovenia should include the rel-
ics of the former socialist landscape,
whether or not they perpetuate the mythic
status of Marshal Tito.
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